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2007 ISA Directors Election 
 The I.S.A. Nominating Committee has reported 
the following list of candidates for election to the I.S.A. 
Board of Directors.  Directors elected will each be eligible 
to serve one three (3) year term.  One (1) Director will be 
elected from the Northern District, Two (2) Directors will be 
elected from the Central District, One (1) Director will be 
elected from the Southern District, and Two (2) Directors 
will be elected from At Large.   You will be receiving the 
ballot and a biography for each nominee early in October.  
Incumbents are designated by (I). 
 

 NORTHERN DISTRICT (1)     SOUTHERN DISTRICT (1) 
Charles “Scott” Freeman  Carrie Hollman  
John “Jack” Kieninger   Jera Larkins (I)  
Charles Kline (I) 
 

CENTRAL DISTRICT (2)  AT LARGE (2) 

Sarah Conrad   Brandon Bates 
Don Eash    Ron Chapman 
Jack Holton (I)    Dwayne Rhule (I) 
John Tanner    Bret Shultz 
 
 Nominations of candidates for director from the 
I.S.A. membership may now be accepted.  By-Laws of the 
Indiana Standardbred Association Article VI, Section 1. – 
Any nomination from the membership must be 
accompanied by a petition of support signed by at least 
fifty (50) paid members of the Association.  All such 
nominations must be received by the Secretary no later 
than Thursday, October 5

th
.  Nominations with 

accompanying petitions of support are to be mailed to the 
association at the office address: Indiana Standardbred 
Association, 147 Green Meadows Drive, Suite 2, 
Greenfield, IN 46140. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

ISA Political Action Report 
 The ISA is an active supporting member of the 
Indiana Horse Racing and Breeding Coalition.  The 
Coalition combines the interests of the three breeds: 
Standardbred, Thoroughbred, Quarter Horse, and the two 
Indiana Pari-Mutuel Racetracks: Hoosier Park and Indiana 
Downs.  The goal of the coalition is to pass legislation for 
alternative (slots) gaming at both racetracks. Benefits to 
Standardbred horsemen and women are estimated at 
$30,000,000 + to be used for increased Breed 
Development funding, fair racing, stakes racing, and 
overnight purses.  The bill also includes 200 days of 
Standardbred racing.  The state of Indiana would get an 
estimated $200,000,000 for revenue to be used as 
legislators see fit such as: kindergarten or property tax 
relief, etc. 
 The help of all horsemen and women is needed to 
contact their legislators and let them know how important 
alternative gaming (slots) is for the Standardbred Industry. 
 Your personal contact with legislators in your district is of 
the greatest importance.  Only you can make the contacts 
and tell your personal story of your involvement in the 
industry. 
 Please contact the ISA Office for an informational 
packet to take legislative action.  It contains talking points 
and more detailed information.  Please feel free to contact 
Dwayne Rhule with any questions relating to this topic. 
                 By:  Dwayne Rhule, Director & Committee Chair 

  

 

ISA Board of Directors Meeting 
Saturday, October 21

st
  

1:00 p.m. 
Indiana Downs 
(3

rd
 Floor Suite) 

 

All Horsemen & Women are invited! 

 

147 Green Meadows Dr., Suite 2 • Greenfield, IN 46140 
1-800-565-5725 • 317-462-6616 

Fax 317-462-7240 
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ISA Public Relations Report 
 The Public Relations Committee is an arm of the 
Indiana Standardbred Association that deals exclusively 
with communication to both members and the public at 
large.  This committee has been involved in surveying the 
membership on important issues, supplying the 
membership with materials that they can use to learn more 
about all of our functions, and advertising events that are 
occurring in our state as they pertain to harness racing. 
 In 2006, we were involved in setting up, 
advertising and running a benefit for one of our members, 
Marvin Beeman, who has been stricken with medical 
complications that have cost his family and himself, 
physical, mental and monetary anguish.  Benefit events 
included an auction, raffle, and bake sale on the evening 
of August 5

th
, at Indiana Downs.  Our membership along 

with the general public got involved to help raise money for 
Marvin.  It was a very successful event, as over $10,000 
was raised for the Beeman family. 
 We are very proud of the new website this year. 
The committee takes an active role in website 
maintenance.  With today’s electronically-driven 
environment, it is important to us that we keep our 
membership up-to-date on what is happening in our 
organization and throughout the Indiana Horse Industry.  
 Other events that we have participated with 
includes surveying our membership on the need for 
equipment cards in our jurisdiction, being a presence at 
the state fair harness racing informational booth educating 
the public on horse racing, in addition we worked with 
other Indiana harness racing affiliates to educate the 
public about horse racing at the Hoosier Horse Fair.  
Some new events were organized this year such as; the 
horsemen’s picnic and devising a new sign for our 
organization in which a slogan contest was held involving 
our membership to create the slogan. 
 As a committee involved in public relations, we 
would like to be more involved in educating the general 
public about our sport and the important impact it has on 
agriculture in Indiana.  If you have any ideas about how we 
can better serve our membership, and the public, please 
let us know. 
               By:  Mark Benvenga, Director & Committee Chair 

 
Visit our website at:  

www.indianaharness.com 

 
 

ISA Slogan Contest 
Many catchy slogans were entered into the contest.  The 
Slogan Committee was provided a list of all the slogans 
(without the name of the participant) along with a scoring 
rubric focusing on representation of the picture, 
magnetism to the audience, simplicity and unique 
creativity. Trace Tetrick’s slogan “Hoosier Horsepower!!” 
earned the highest score.  It was a challenge judging 
twenty-two (22) entries that were very creative.  The 
Indiana Standardbred Association admires the creativity 
demonstrated by all for the contest.   

 
ISA Breeder’s and Sales Report 
 Steve Cross, Sale Manager for the Hoosier 
Classic Yearling Sale, commented that he was very happy 
with the sale overall.  Their average was up almost 25% 
over last year’s sale, averaging $3,517.  He felt that they 
had too many “outs”, but they did not have many “RNA’s.”  
The first session of the “Elite” sold well averaging $6,100.  
Tim Konkle, Sale Manager for the Indiana Standardbred 
Yearling Sale, is very optimistic about his up-coming sale. 
 It appears that there are still too many “cheap” 
mares being bred in Indiana.  However, the number of 
cheap mares being bred is on a decline.  Approximately 60 
yearlings less than last year will be sold in the 2006 sales. 
 Both sale managers (along with a lot of other 
horsemen) agree that Indiana needs to increase the 
purses for the sire’s stakes legs.  They feel this would 
raise the prices for yearlings that the breeders would 
benefit from.  The money would have to come from the 
finals or by increasing the nomination and sustaining 
payments.  Many feel that the ISA should lobby the 
Standardbred Breed Development to accomplish this task. 
        By:  Mike Bowen, Director & Committee Chair 
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ISA Membership Committee Report 
 The Membership Committee promotes a variety 
of ISA projects when the opportunity arises.  This year the 
ISA paid memberships have surpassed the 700 mark. 
 The Annual Awards Banquet has been scheduled 
for Saturday, February 3, 2007 at the Indianapolis Hilton 
North.  Our committee organizes and promotes this event 
cooperatively with the IHRC, Standardbred Breed 
Development Committee and the IHRC Standardbred 
Advisory Board with Jessica Barnes and Kelly Roush 
representing these boards.  We cooperate with the Indiana 
Standardbred Hall of Fame, Ellen Taylor, Executive 
Director, and their induction ceremonies are usually held in 
conjunction with the Annual Awards Banquet.  Hoosier 
Park and Indiana Downs also make contributions to this 
well attended event.   
 In addition, we guide the Track Chaplain and 
Visiting Nurse Programs, assisted by Megan Sundeen, 
ISA Executive Secretary.  Our committee works 
cooperatively with the Public Relations Committee, Mark 
Benvenga, Chairman.  This year a very popular T-Shirt 
and Hat project was orchestrated at Hoosier Park with the 
assistance of our Public Relations Committee.  Numerous 
requests from horsemen necessitated ordering more t-
shirts on two separate occasions. 
 The Pizza Party held once a month in the Hoosier 
Park Paddock was very well received in 2006.  We 
ordered 40 large pizzas which were consumed quickly 
during those cool spring nights.  This year we have 
expanded the program to include providing the horsemen 
with sack lunches or pizza.  Another project initiated during 
the hot summer months was to provide everyone in the 
race paddock on a nightly basis with lemonade and ice 
tea. 
 The ISA Board of Directors voted unanimously for 
the project when proposed and was very generous in 
allocating the money to pay for the cost.  The many ‘thank 
you” comments received made the project all worth while.  
At least two committee members were present each week 
to assist with serving the horsemen. 
 A new addition to our committee projects this year 
was suggested by our Horsemen’s Representative, Jesse 
Larkins.  The ISA Board of Directors voted to treat the 
Sires Stakes participants in the finals with a buffet meal 
prepared by the track kitchen.   
 In conclusion, the ISA Board of Directors is very 
pleased with the favorable response received from 
horsemen that these programs have generated. 
   By: Phyllis Edwards, Director & Committee Chair 

 
 
 

Anti-Inflammatory Effective Sept 1, 2006 
 One of the three approved types of anti-
inflammatory medicines may be used when racing a 
horse.  Upon entering a horse to race on an anti-
inflammatory medicine you must use the following 
code on the entry card:  phenylbutazone (B), flunixin (F), 
ketoprofen (K).  These three anti-inflammatory medicines 
may not exceed the following permitted serum or plasma 
threshold concentrations which are consistent with 
administration by a single intravenous injection at the 
recommended labeled doses at least twenty-four (24) 
hours before post time for the race in which the horse is 
entered: Phenylbutazone (or its metabolite 
oxyphenylbutazone) – 5 micrograms per milliliter, Flunixin 
(banamine) – 20 nanograms per milliliter, and Ketoprofen 
– 10 nanograms per milliliter.  These or any other NSAID 
are prohibited to be administered within the twenty-four 
(24) hours before post time for the race in which the horse 
is entered.  The presence of more than one of the three 
approved NSAIDs, with the exception of Phenylbutazone 
in a concentration below 1 microgram per milliliter of 
serum or plasma or any unapproved NSAID in the post-
race serum or plasma sample is not permitted.  The use of 
all but one of the approved NSAIDs shall be discontinued 
at least forty-eight (48) hours before the post time for the 
race in which the horse is entered. 
                IHRC Rule 71 IAC8-1-4.1 

 
Revised IHRC Rule on Foreign Substance 
 No horse participating in a race shall carry in its 
body any foreign substance except as provided by these 
rules.  A finding by the chemist or commission designee 
that a foreign substance is present in the test sample shall 
be prima facie evidence that such foreign substance was 
administered and carried in the body of the horse while 
participating in a race.  Such a finding shall also be taken 
as prima facie evidence that the trainer and his or her 
agents responsible for the care or custody of the horse 
have been negligent in the handling or care of the horse.  
The prohibition and allowance of foreign substances in this 
article shall apply to qualifying races.  Upon the finding of a 
violation of this section, including test results or an 
overage of phenylbutazone, flunixin, ketoprofen or 
furosemide in violation of these rules, the owners or 
lessees of the horse from which the specimen was 
obtained shall forfeit any purse money and any trophy or 
award. 
     IHRC Rule 71 IAC 8-1-2 
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New IHRC Ruling on Furosemide (Salix) 
 Effective August 1, 2006 - Furosemide may be 
administered intravenously to a horse, which is entered to 
compete in a race.  Except under the instructions of the 
official veterinarian or the racing veterinarian for the 
purpose of removing a horse from the Veterinarian’s List 
or to facilitate the collection of a post-race urine sample, 
Furosemide shall be permitted only after the official 
veterinarian has placed the horse on the Furosemide List. 
  In order for a horse to be placed on the list the 
following process must be followed: (1) After the horse’s 
licensed trainer and licensed veterinarian determine that it 
would be in the horse’s best interests to race with 
Furosemide they shall notify the official veterinarian or 
his/her designee, using the prescribed form, that they wish 
the horse to be put on the Furosemide List.  (2) The form 
must be received by the official veterinarian or his/her 
designee by the proper time deadlines so as to ensure 
public notification.  (3) A horse placed on the official 
Furosemide List must remain on that list unless the 
licensed trainer and licensed veterinarian submit a written 
request to remove the horse from the list.  The request 
must be made to the official veterinarian or his/her 
designee, on the proper form, no later than the time of 
entry.  (4) After a horse has been removed from the 
Furosemide List, the horse may not be placed back on the 
list for a period of 60 calendar days unless it is determined 
to be detrimental to the welfare of the horse, in 
consultation with the official veterinarian.  If a horse is 
removed from the official Furosemide List a second time in 
a 365 day period, the horse may not be placed back on 
the list for a period of 90 calendar days.  (5) Furosemide 
shall only be administered on association grounds.  (6) 
Upon the request of the regulatory agency designee, the 
veterinarian administering the authorized bleeder 
medication shall surrender the syringe used to administer 
such medication which may then be submitted for testing.  
(7)  The horse must be treated at least 4 hours prior to 
post time.  (8) Medication administered by a veterinarian 
licensed by the commission at an intravenous dose level 
not to exceed 500 milligrams and no less than 150 
milligrams.  Administration of the Furosemide shall take 
place in the test barn or a specific location otherwise 
designated by the commission.   (9) Out-of-state horses 
may be automatically eligible to receive Furosemide 
provided that the jurisdiction from which it was shipped 
qualified it as a bleeder using criteria satisfactory to this 
state.  The USTA, the breed registry foal certificate, or 
bleeder certificate may be utilized in determining a horse’s 
eligibility to receive Furosemide.  
  (summarized)  IHRC Rule 71 IAC 8-1-5 

 

IHRC Policy on Bleeder Adjunct Medication 
Approved July 25, 2006 – The Indiana Horse Racing 
Commission is fully supportive of the Racing Medication 
and Testing Consortium’s (RMTC) efforts to fund studies 
aimed at determining the effectiveness of bleeder adjunct 
medication.  The IHRC will refrain from considering the 
use of any race day bleeder adjunct medication until such 
time that appropriate scientific evidence has been 
established.  The IHRC will consider bleeder adjunct 
medication upon recommendation from the RMTC and 
development of Association of Racing Commissioners 
International (RCI) model rules. 

 
 

RHINO VACCINATIRHINO VACCINATIRHINO VACCINATIRHINO VACCINATIONS DUE Every 6 Months!ONS DUE Every 6 Months!ONS DUE Every 6 Months!ONS DUE Every 6 Months!    
 

Mare & Foal Struck by Lightening 
On August 1, 2006 the mare JANUARY ICE (in foal to 
Mark Johnathan) and her 4 month old Mark Johnathan 
colt were struck by lightening and killed instantly.  The 
mare was at Bud Richman’s farm in Daleville, Ind.  Bud’s 
daughter had just fed the mare and foal in the pasture 
when the rain started.  She made it back to the barn 
before the storm hit.  Upon entering the barn she heard a 
loud crack of lightening and turned around to find the mare 
and foal had been struck in the pasture right where she 
had just fed them. 
 

Valiante Farewell Picnic 
The I.S.A., Indiana Downs, and Hoosier Park hosted a 
farewell picnic for Jim and Brenda Valiante.  The 
Valiante’s have owned the tack supply shop at both race 
tracks for 14 years.  After making a very difficult decision, 
the Valiante’s have sold the tack shop and are moving 
back to Georgia.  A picnic was held outside the main race 
paddock at Indiana Downs on Friday, September 8

th
.  

Individuals could sign a farewell banner provided with 
farewell messages to the Valiante’s.  The picnic was 
followed by a special winner’s circle presentation to the 
Valiante’s from all three associations after the first live race 
and then all horsemen were invited to the winner’s circle 
for a blanket presentation to the Valiante’s.  They will be 
missed my many Hoosiers.  Pictures of the picnic are 
available on the ISA Website.  The event was sponsored 
by the I.S.A., Indiana Downs, and Hoosier Park. 
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Obituaries 

 
Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Bowen Smith (1918 to 2006)  
Passed away on Saturday, September 9

th
.  She was a 

resident of LaGrange, Ind. She was born in Wheeling, 
W.Va., to William and Floss P. (Eash) Morgan.  She 
married Robert B. Bowen June 28, 1936, in Greencastle. 
He died Nov. 24, 1973. She then married Gordon E. Smith 
Aug. 31, 1974, in Shipshewana. He died Oct. 24, 1980.  
She was a 1935 graduate of Shipshewana High School.  
She lived most of her life in LaGrange County and worked 
as a secretary, treasurer and co-owner of Spreuer and 
Son Inc., LaGrange, for more than 40 years.  She was a 
member of the board of directors for Shipshewana State 
Bank for 18 years and spent many years on the board of 
directors for the LaGrange County Country Club.  She is 
survived by two sons, Michael J. (Jean) Bowen, 
LaGrange, and Robert Steven (Sharon) Bowen, 
Shipshewana.  The Funeral took place at Frurip-May 
Funeral Home, LaGrange.    Burial was held Greenwood 
Cemetery, LaGrange.  Memorial contributions may be 
directed to Shipshewana Area Historical Society.  Online 
condolences may be directed to 
fruripmayfuneralhome.com. 
 

Thomas E. Wetterer (1930 – 2006) 
Passed away on September 2

nd
 at the age of 76.  He was 

one of the original members of the Indiana Horse Racing 
Commission (served 8 years).  Also known as a strong 
supporter for Standardbred racing. 

 

Please visit the ISA Website at 
www.indianaharnes.com for a complete listing 
of the obituaries. 

 

 

Marvin Beeman Benefit 
 Saturday, August 5, 2006 the Indiana 
Standardbred Association sponsored a benefit at Indiana 
Downs to raise money for Marvin Beeman, a longtime 
Indiana Horsemen who has endured numerous medical 
expenses during his illness this past year. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the Marvin Beeman Benefit. 
The event was a huge success. 
 The benefit kicked off with a live auction at 4:00 
p.m. at the front paddock behind the Indiana Downs 
Grandstand. Horse artwork, supplies, and equipment 
were sold to the highest bidder. The highest selling item 
at the auction was a miniature pony which brought 
$425.00. Other high selling items were 30 days of 
yearling breaking or training by Alvin Schwartz of 
Schwartz Boarding Farm ($400.00) and a new harness 
($400.00).  Stallion Services were also auctioned off with 
KILOWATT holding the highest bid at $1000. 
 An Amish Bake and Craft Sale took place under 
the white tent in front of the Indiana Downs Grandstand. 
Baked goods came from several different areas around 
the Hoosier State; Montgomery, Goshen and Topeka to 
name a few (fresh baked Amish Bread, Amish Peanut 
Butter, cakes, pies, fudge, cinnamon rolls, egg noodles, 
etc). 
 Amish Buggy Rides were offered between races 
throughout the evening around the outside perimeter of 
the racetrack. Racing fans of all ages climbed into one of 
the various buggies for a trip around the racetrack. The 
buggies were provided by ISA members from 
Montgomery and Goshen, Ind. 
 Raffle tickets were sold throughout the week 
leading up to the benefit in the main race paddock at the 
Shelbyville Racetrack. Items were donated to be raffled 
by an abundance of horse racing industry suppliers and 
other local businesses. Such items included several gift 
baskets and certificates, horse racing apparel, horse 
equipment and supplies, along with horse prints. The 
drawing of raffle tickets took place on Saturday evening 
August 5th between races in the main paddock. 
 The evening was wrapped up with Karaoke 
under the white tent. Several people turned out to 
celebrate the end of a prosperous benefit. Brave 
participants took the microphone to share their favorite 
songs. 
 Sunday morning a Sunrise Church Service was 
held under the white tent at Indiana Downs. Several 
people attended the service organized by the ISA 
Chaplain. A hymn was sung by Beeman’s wife, Sharon. 
The Christian Harness Horsemen’s Association was also 
on hand for the eventful weekend. 

By:  Megan Sundeen, ISA Executive Secretary 
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SULKY INSURANCE 
To be eligible for sulky and jog cart I.S.A. insurance 
benefits the driver, the trainer and all owners or 
lessees of the hooked horse must ALL be “Paid I.S.A. 
2006 Members” before the accident and damage to sulky 
or jog cart occurs. 
 
Maximum limit has been increased to $1,250 for any 
race bike or jog cart damaged and eligible for ISA 
insurance. 
 
For Membership Applications contact the ISA Horsemen’s 
Representative Jesse Larkin’s or the ISA Office 800-565-
5725 

 

 
 

MEDICAL CARE 

Health Services Available 
For Standardbred Horsemen/Women 

 

Wednesday’s 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Indiana Downs Race Office 

Nurse Practitioner & Medical Assistant Available 
 

No Appointment Necessary 
 

Sponsored and Funded By  
Indiana Standardbred Association 

 

Prescriptions and/or diagnostic services ordered for clients 
would be the sole responsibility of the horsemen/women 
and will not be charged to the ISA. 
 

 
Chaplain Services 

                         

Thursday’s 1:00 p.m. 
Indiana Downs Race Office 

 
Sponsored and Funded By 

Indiana Standardbred Association 

D I R E C T O R Y 
              
ISA Office 800-565-5725              Fax 317-462-7240 
isaracing@sbcglobal.net      www.indianaharness.com 
Megan Sundeen, ISA Executive Secretary / Editor 

 
2006 ISA ELECTED DIRECTORS 

 

NORTHERN DISTRICT 

 

SAM HEDINGTON                      260-839-7006 

 10528 S. PACKERTON RD, CLAYPOOL, IN 46510 

 

MICHAEL BOWEN                   260-463-2834 

1175 EAST – 150 N, LAGRANGE, IN 46761 

 

CHARLIE KLINE          574-848-9590  

53845 CO. RD. 27, BRISTOL, IN 46505       

 

MIKE PETERSON       260-894-3610 

9995 NORTH ST. RD. 5, LIGONIER, IN 46767 

 

                          

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

 

JEFF EDWARDS, PRESIDENT               317- 787-5855 

6541 FORREST COMMONS BLVD., INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46227  

 

DWAYNE RHULE, 1
ST
 VICE PRESIDENT                    765-778-2351 

3713 WEST 1000 SOUTH, PENDLETON, IN  46064 

 

 PHYLLIS EDWARDS              317-462-4012 

1575 SOUTH 600 EAST, GREENFIELD, IN 46140 

 

JACK HOLTON             317-431-8643 

16800 SPRING MILL RD., WESTFIELD, IN 46074 

 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

 

 DON CONRAD          812-738-3902 

3405 HWY. 135 NW, CORYDON, IN 47112 

 

FRED SCHROEDER           812-477-2319    

3315 E GUM, EVANSVILLE IN 47714            

 

MIKE MERKEL             812-491-9201 

7730 GREENBRIAR CT, EVANSVILLE, IN 47710 

 
JERA LARKINS             812-724-2146 

RURAL ROUTE 3 BOX 92, OWENSVILLE, IN 47665   

 

AT LARGE 

 

ANDY BRYNER, 2
ND VICE

 PRESIDENT       765-584-8061    

1802 WEST 400 NORTH, WINCHESTER, IN 47394    

                     

MARK BENVENGA                    317-843-1387 

434 MEADOWVIEW CT. CARMEL, IN 46032 

 

STEVE GRAY    765-640-8460 

3914 CAMELOT BLVD. ANDERSON, IN 46011 
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(Copy of letter mailed on September 19, 2006 to all the IHR Commission members)     
                 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

During the 2006 Racing Season horsemen have been penalized with enormous fines and extensive suspensions 
given by the judges and your Executive Director, Joe Gorajec.  We appreciate Mr. Gorajec acknowledging stiffer 
fines and penalties as per our request to the proposal of “Integrity ’06” in our January letter to you.  However, we 
are concerned that a large sum was taken from the horsemen’s purse account to fund this project that has not 
fulfilled the integrity issues with consistency.  Mr. Gorajec has omitted a crucial component to uphold integrity; 
communication. 
 

Here in Indiana the Executive Director for the Indiana Horse Racing Commission does not utilize a procedure for 
immediate notification.  We find this very alarming and that it warrants questioning of Mr. Gorajec’s motives.   It is 
not excusable that our horsemen were allowed to continue making mistakes with overages of medication, and 
not notified of positive drug tests until weeks later.  In many other racing jurisdictions there is immediate 
notification to the horsemen if any overages of medications are found through their testing procedures.  This 
proper procedure has not been administered in the state of Indiana.   
 

DVM Scott Waterman, Executive Director of the Racing Medication and Testing Consortium (RMTC), suggests 
that the drug dexamethasone, given in an improper timeline prior to racing, may have a euphoric effect.  By not 
taking immediate action to stop the administration of the drug, Mr. Gorajec, is therefore guilty of defrauding the 
betting public.  Instead, Mr. Gorajec accumulated the drug positives over a time period rather than demonstrating 
integrity and assisting with correction of the problem that was growing larger by the day. 
 

The betting public would be outraged if they knew the Horse Racing Commission continued to allow these horses 
to race with the possibility of affecting the outcome.  Our Horse Racing Industry survives on our purse structure 
which, in turn, is achieved by the public wagering.  Common decency and fairness dictate that horsemen should 
be notified in a timely manner about any jurisdiction or medication issues affecting horse racing in the state of 
Indiana.  The horsemen can see no legitimate reason for Mr. Gorajec’s inaction other than to create headlines 
and make the horse racing industry look nefarious. 
 

Our horsemen cannot demonstrate integrity if they have not been notified with guidelines and the consequences 
for overages of therapeutic medications given to their horses.  By providing every horsemen, at the time of 
licensing or when changes have been made, with knowledge of the time frame that these drugs cannot be 
administered prior to racing would have eliminated many of the fines and penalties set forth by your Executive 
Director.  Furthermore, Mr. Gorajec has manipulated the thresholds for these tests so that a dosage may have 
been permitted one day but would be an infraction the next day.  Once again, we reiterate that there is a lack of 
consistency with “Integrity ’06.”   All owner’s, trainer’s, driver’s and caretaker’s should have been provided a list of 
the changes to the drug testing procedures.  This would have been the proper protocol and the best deterrent to 
ensure that our horsemen were demonstrating integrity.  For example; the primary drug that has warranted these 
stiff fines and penalties is dexamethasone, a Class 4 drug.  Phenylbutazone is also listed in this same 
classification of drugs.  Current Indiana law allows the medication of phenylbutazone twenty-four (24) hours prior 
to racing. 
 

If horsemen are required to follow the “Integrity ‘06” rule, then the horsemen and the betting public should not 
have to question Mr. Gorajec’s accountability for ensuring integrity.  We believe it is in the Commissions best 
interest to investigate the reasoning and behavior of the Executive Director, Mr. Joe Gorajec. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jeffrey A. Edwards, ISA President 
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                         Publication List 
The following publications carry news, monthly 
articles and other stories relevant to the national 
harness racing scene: 
 
Hoof Beats (USTA Monthly) 
614.224-2291    
 
Hoosier Horse Review 
765.759-4872 
 
The Horsemen and FairWorld (Weekly) 
859.276-4026 
 
Mid-American Standardbred & Harness News 
(Monthly)  630.963-0398 
 
The United States Trotting Association 
Toll free 877.800-8782      Fax: 614.224- 4575 
Integrity Hotline 800.887-8782 
 
         

 �    Important Phone Numbers    
800.565-5725     Fax: 317.462-7240 

 ISA WEB SITE:  www.indianaharness.com 
 
Hoosier Park, Kevin Mack, Director of Racing  
800.526-7223 ext 1261  
 
Indiana Downs, Jim Ewart, Director of Racing 
toll free 866.478-7223  or  317.421-1000    
Fax: 317.421-0100 
4200 N. Michigan Rd., Shelbyville IN 46176 

     
IHRC, Jessica Barnes, Dir. Standardbred Racing   
317.233-3120   Fax: 317.233-4470 

 
USTA Tattoo Technician - Indiana  Donna Williams 
765.208-0622 or 765.354-4697 
or contact  USTA  877.800-8782 
 
USTA District Directors:  Jerry Landess – 260.726-7859 
Jay Cross – 574.825-7523 
 
Harness Horsemen International (Insurance) 
732-683-1580   Fax: 732-683-1578 

 
 

 

The Indiana Standardbred Association 
147 Green Meadows Drive, Suite 2 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
 


